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There are two sets of questions. All numbered questions  in both sets  must be answered. 

 
Your exam paper must not exceed 10 normal pages (1 normal page = 2400 keystrokes). 

 

Set 1. 

Population growth can have both negative and positive effects on per capita income growth.  

1.1 Discuss the potential positive effects on income per capita of population growth? 

1.2 Discuss the potential negative  effects on income of  population growth? 

1.3 Characterize the Malthusian equilibrium and discuss the historical relevance of that concept.  

1.4 How did pre-industrial societies limit population growth? Discus the relative importance of 

positive and preventive checks in this connection. 

1.5 What is the ‘demographic transition’ and when did it start in Western Europe? 

1.6 Why is family size (completed fertility) declining in the 20
th

 century when household income is 

increasing. 

 

Set 2. 

Economic historians analyze two types of  economic convergence, namely beta- convergence (β) 

and sigma-convergence (σ) 

2.1 Start by defining these concepts precisely. 

2.2 Turn first to beta convergence. Describe the major economic factors which contribute to beta 

convergence.  

2.3 In  the  economic history of Europe since 1875 which periods have and which have not 

experienced beta convergence? 

2.4 Discuss possible explanations for the fact that some periods do not experience beta 

convergence. 

2.5 Nations can over-perform and under-perform in a particular period. What do we mean by over- 

and underperformance? Give two examples and specify the period: one example of an under-

performer and one of an over-performer. Give an explanations of the under/over  performance. 

Finally  turn to sigma convergence. 



2.6 Which are  the nations and what are the characteristics of  the European  nations that are 

latecomers in the  sigma convergence process? 

2.7 Focus on the convergence between Europe and US. Why has not the income per capita gap 

closed? 

 

 

 


